
This resource is Biblically sound and created with great care to share God’s word with young learners. 
It includes
• A Mini-Lesson Plan to follow 
• Full size (color and B/W) for teachers as you highlight the story with your class. 
• Mini Books for you to print for your students. 
Instructions
• Print the teacher book on cardstock and laminate for durability. (If using the B/W option, take some 

time to color it.) 
• Print, cut and staple the student books on regular paper.
• I strongly recommend that you open up your Bible while you share this book with your students, so 

they understand that the whole story comes from the Bible.
• Later, your students can color these mini books and take them home to share with their 

family. Encourage the parents of your students to read these together and allow their 
child to share what they learned that week.

Happy Teaching!
~Becky

T hank you for purchasing
Bible story mini-Lesson

JONAH AND THE BIG FISH

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique


If you like this Mini Lesson and want more like it, 
save some money and grab a BUNDLE! 

Check out all my biblical resources HERE. 

WANT MORE PRODUCTS LIKE THIS?

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/MEGA-BUNDLE-12-Bible-Story-Mini-Books-Old-Testament-plus-What-is-the-Bible-4866657
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bible-Story-Mini-Lessons-GROWING-BUNDLE-4919386
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique/Category/Bible-397320
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bible-Story-Mini-Lessons-GROWING-BUNDLE-4919386
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Mini Lesson Plan
Jonah and the Big Fish

OBJECTIVE
Students will learn about Jonah and his choice to try and run from God, the consequences of his sin, and God’s 
love and forgiveness. They will also be able to answer discussion questions from the lesson.

MATERALS
• Bible
• Printed Teacher Book
• Printed copies of the mini book for students (prepare these ahead of time by cutting the page into 8 pages 

and stapling the book together)
• Crayons/Pencils

TEACHING TIME (5 minutes)
Ask students to join you as you open your Bible to the Old Testament, the book of Jonah.    Explain to 
students that they are going to learn about the a man named Jonah today. 
Show students the cover page of the Teacher Book. Ask them to tell you what they see in the picture. Tell the 
students to listen as you read the story. 
Read the pages and show students the pictures as you go. 

ACTIVITY (5 minutes)
Send students to their seats and distribute copies of their mini book. Direct students to write their name and 
color the pictures. When students are finished, move on to the discussion questions. 

DISCUSSION (5 minutes)
1. Where did God tell Jonah to go? (God told Jonah to go to Nineveh.)
2. Did Jonah go to Nineveh the first time God told him to go? Explain. (Jonah did not obey because he did 

not like the people of Nineveh.) 
3. Instead of going to Nineveh, where did Jonah go? (Jonah tried to run away and hide from God by getting 

on a ship.)
4. What happened when Jonah was on the ship? (A bad storm came and the ship started to sink.)
5. What did Jonah tell the sailors to do? Why? (Jonah told the sailors to throw him overboard because he 

knew the storm was his fault. He told the sailors that the storm would stop if he wasn’t on the ship.)
6. When Jonah was first throw into the water, he started to drown. How did God save him? (God sent a big 

fish to swallow him whole.)
7. What did Jonah do when he was in the belly of the fish for three days? (Jonah did some thinking and 

praying. Then he asked God to forgive him.)
8. After God told the fist to spit Jonah out, what did Jonah do? (Jonah went to Nineveh.)
9. The people of Nineveh listed to Jonah’s message from God. What happened next? (The people became 

followers of the one, true God.)
Total Time for Lesson:  15 minutes
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Jonah and the Big Fish
Jonah 1-4
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God told Jonah to go 
to Nineveh and tell 
the people that he 
loved them. Jonah did 
not like those people 
and he did not want 
to go. Instead, he 
tried to run away 
and hide from God. 
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Jonah got on a 
boat to sail far 

away. Soon, a 
bad storm came 

and the ship 
started to sink. 

Jonah knew this 
was his fault 
for  running 

away from God.  
2
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Jonah told the 
sailors to throw
him overboard 
and the storm
would stop. 
Jonah was 
thrown into 
the water and 
started to 
drown.
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Even though Jonah was trying to hide 
from God, God knew exactly where he was. 
God loved Jonah and sent a big fish to 
rescue him. The fish opened its mouth and…



Swallowed Jonah! Jonah spent three days in 
the belly of the big fish. It was stinky and 
gross, but Jonah had time to think, pray, 
and ask God to 
forgive him.

Becky’s Brainy Boutique

5



God forgave Jonah and told the big fish to 
spit Jonah out on dry land. This time, when 
God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he obeyed!
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Jonah went to Nineveh with the message 
that God gave him. He told all the people 
about God’s love.
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The people listened to Jonah and asked 
God to forgive them. Because Jonah 
obeyed, they heard God’s message and 
became followers of the one, true God. 
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and ask God to 
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God forgave Jonah and told the big fish to 
spit Jonah out on dry land. This time, when 
God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he obeyed!
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Jonah went to Nineveh with the message 
that God gave him. He told all the people 
about God’s love.
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God to forgive them. Because Jonah 
obeyed, they heard God’s message and 
became followers of the one, true God. 
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God told Jonah to go to 
Nineveh and tell the 
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Find all my 
resources HERE. 

CHECK THESE OUT!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Growing-Bundle-I-Have-Who-Has-Games-4610167
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ABC-Bible-Verse-Posters-Mini-Cards-with-Bonus-4753660
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Daily-Writing-Journal-with-175-fun-unique-creative-prompts-Easy-Prep-4739773
https://www.facebook.com/beckysbrainyboutique/
https://www.instagram.com/BeckysBrainyBoutique/
https://www.pinterest.com/beckysbrainyboutique/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Beckys-Brainy-Boutique


Terms of Use: This item is for personal use in your classroom. Please do not distribute. 
If you have a friend who would enjoy this product, please direct them to my store. The 
information, activities, and images included are copyrighted. You may not reuse or sell 
any portion of this item. You are welcome to post about it on your blog and/or other 
social media sites, as long as you link back to my TPT store and use my button. Feel 
free to e-mail with any questions/comments to beckysbrainyboutique@gmail.com. 

Dear Teachers,

I hope this purchase enhances your 
classroom!

Please take a moment and leave feedback 
on this purchase (and earn yourself some 
TPT credits). 

Thank you! 
Becky

CLIP ART, FONTS 
AND BORDERS 
FROM: 

Follow becky’s brainy boutique
on social media: 

T hank you for shopping at: 
Becky’s Brainy Boutique
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